
 

 

  

  

  
  

 

HENNING  

888-749-0192 or  
218-583-2947
MAIN OFFICE  

218-338-3001
www.proagfarmers.com

Feed •  Grain
Fertilizer •  Chemical

Propane •  Fuel

Open Mon-Sat 8-5
Full Retail Counter
Processing
Custom Butchering
Curing
Sausage Making

218-943-2681
www.miltonameats.com

Pontoon, Boat and 
Motor Rentals

Canoes

Kayaks

Paddleboards

320-859-2175

17857 Lake Street East
Osakis, MN 56360  

linwoodresort.com 
 vacation@linwoodresort.com

St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception Catholic Churches 

Worship 
Immaculate Conception 
306 W Oak Street, PO Box F 

Osakis, MN 56360 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 4:00pm 
Sunday: 10:30am 

St. Nicholas 
9473 County Road 3 NE 

Carlos, MN 56319 

WEEKEND MASS 
Sunday: 8:30am 

 

 
   This weekend is Safe Haven Weekend, a weekend set aside within the liturgical calendar by the 
dioceses and parishes in the United States to directly address the societal harms of pornography. 
Last year I spoke directly about the bad effect of pornography within the family, and plan to talk 
about it again next year, but this year I decided to speak about one of the specific bad effects 
pornography has on viewers. According to Dr. Syras Derksen (and many other psychologists), 
“Using pornography changes people's attitudes, relationship commitment, sexuality, ability to think, 
and likelihood of acting aggressively towards women. The research, much of which is very recent, is 
making it clear that pornography has multiple negative effects on users.” Those who view 
pornography quickly begin to view the opposite sex as objects rather than as persons. This leads 
to an increase in the “likelihood of acting aggressively towards women” (or men). 

 This weekend I am specifically addressing a problem related to pornography: domestic 
violence, a topic our instructors in the seminary encouraged we seminarians to speak about 
often, even annually. Looking back, it has been eight years since I have addressed domestic 
violence, so it is time to do so again. The statistics on domestic violence are horrific. Experts 
advise that the incidence of abuse is about the same in religious families as in the general 
population. I don’t want to believe that domestic violence in its many forms exists in our parish 
community, but the experts say it does. While most victims are women, a small but significant 
number are men. The elderly and the parents of teenage children are increasingly becoming 
victims of abuse by their own children. But the majority of domestic violence is by a husband 
against his spouse, also called spousal abuse or battering. Spousal domestic violence is defined as 
the use or threat of physical violence by the abuser to gain control and power over the victim. 
There are three main types of spousal abuse: physical abuse, sexual violence, and 
psychological/emotional abuse, any of which may occur in combination. 

 As domestic violence is becoming better understood, psychologists are recognizing that the 
behavior of the abuser is learned. At the beginning, abusers are almost always truly sorry for 
their actions, and the victim will usually forgive the abuser. Unfortunately, this builds the 
confidence of the abuser and a cycle begins where the amount and severity of the abuse 
continually increases. At the same time, the confidence and self-worth of the victim will gradually 
decrease and the victim begins to feel that the abuse is their fault, and that if they change their 
own bad actions the abuse will stop.   

 I want to emphatically state what Dr. Phil repeatedly states on his TV program: DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE AND SPOUSAL ABUSE ARE NEVER ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. Victims need to realize that they are victims and seek help. I have posted a 
number of resources on the bulletin boards that are locally available to help. I have also placed 
brochures from Someplace Safe, located in Alexandria, at the entrance of the church. If you know 
someone who needs assistance, please take a brochure for them.   

 Abusers need to step up and admit that they have a problem. Since abusive behavior is a 
learned behavior it can be unlearned.  Resources for abusers are included on the information 
sheet on the bulletin board.     

 I have also included an insert in the bulletin that includes the frightening statistics of 
domestic abuse within our country, an evil sure to grow worse by the growing acceptance of 
pornography in our society. As a parish community let us all take steps to learn more about this 
evil in our society and our community and learn how we can make a difference. 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation 

Saturdays at 3:00pm in Osakis 

Baptism, Marriage, 
Anointing of the Sick 

Contact Parish 

Contact 
EMERGENCIES 

320-760-1221 

Immaculate Conception 
Open Thurs 1-5pm 

320-859-2390 
iccosakis@arvig.net 

ImmaculateConceptionOsakis.org 

St. Nicholas 
Open Tues 1-5pm 

320-852-7041 
stnickbelleriver@gmail.com 

StNicholasBelleRiver.org 

St. Agnes School 
320-859-2130 

discoverjoy@stagnesosakis.com 
stagnesosakis.com 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Wednesdays by 5pm 

 iccosakis@arvig.net or PO Box F 
Osakis, MN 56360 

MARCH 8, 2020 :: SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

TWIN PARISHES • SCHOOL • COMMUNITY 



 

 

St. Nicholas 

Stations of the Cross will take place after the Wednesday 
morning Mass on Wednesday, March 11th.  Everyone Welcome! 

Carlos Seniors will meet on Thursday, March 12th at 11:30am at 
Herby’s Café in Carlos.  Please call Herby’s by Tuesday with your 
meal choice.  Hope to see you there! 

No Greater Love is a biblical pilgrimage that reveals Christ’s 
amazing love for us. Best-selling author Edward Sri guides you 
through the last hours of Christ's life. You will walk step-by-step 
with Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to the Mount of 
Calvary. Every step of the way, Old Testament prophecies, 
messianic expectations, biblical symbolism, and historical context 
shed light on the mystery of Christ's suffering and death. With 
these insights, Catholics can come to a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of God’s immeasurable and unconditional love for 
drawing closer to Jesus than ever have before.  Please call 
Veronica at 320-491-2132 if you are interested joining the group 
for this study.  

Looking for photos for the History of St. Nicholas parish.  If you 
have any old photos of the parish or any celebrations / events that 
would have taken place in St. Nicholas – please contact Dennis or 
Linsey Hillmer and they would be happy to get those from you for 
our celebration of 150th Anniversary in October 2020. 

Immaculate 
Conception 

No Blarney!  Our first 
Christian Mothers meeting 
for 2020 will happen on 
Wednesday, March 11 at 
7pm at St. Agnes School 
where we will welcome 
any new members along 
with our more 
experienced ones.  Plenty 
of leprechaun activities to 
complete before spring 
arrives!  Come help in the 
mischief.  Lunch will be 
magically delicious.  

St. Agnes Carnival will be 
held on Sunday, March 
15th at the Osakis Public 
School.  More info can be 
found on the fliers on the 
doors of church. 

A benefit is being held to raise awareness for the need of a live kidney donor for the 
mother (in-law) of Amy and Dean Jahner.  Julie Zender has been on dialysis for over 2 years 
and the deceased donors transplant list for 6 ½ years due to kidney failure. The benefit will help 
to support raising awareness about the need for live donors and will help to offset some of Julies 
current medical bills and hopefully upcoming transplant bills.  Please join us on March 14th, 2pm 
to 6pm @ the Blaine VFW on 109th and HWY 65 or email: juliezneedsakidney@gmail.com 

Lenten Shadow Stations Intergenerational Event in Belle River will be held Wednesday, 
March 18th.  Please join us for a meal at 6:30pm and Stations will follow at approximately 
7:00pm.  Everyone Welcome! 

Stations of the Cross in Osakis will be held at 2:15pm each Friday led by our St. Agnes students 
and teachers.  There will be no Stations of the Cross on First Friday due to Adoration. 

FESTIVAL OF FORGIVENESS. Pope Francis has described mercy as “the very foundation of the 
Church’s life.” During Lent 2020, the Church in the Diocese of Saint Cloud wants every person to 
experience the life-changing power of God’s mercy and love. On Friday, March 27 — the Friday 
of the Fourth Week of Lent — our diocese is again holding a “Festival of Forgiveness” during 
which the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available for extended periods at designated 
churches throughout the diocese. Parishioners are invited to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation on Friday, March 27 at St. Mary, Alexandria between the hours of 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and 5 p.m. to 8 p.m in St Mary’s Church.  The Catholic faithful from our entire deanery, 
including those who have been away from the sacraments, are invited to participate in this 
special celebration.      

St. Agnes Spring Fling tickets are now on sale.  The event is held at the Osakis VFW on Saturday, 
April 18th.  If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, please seek out a St. Agnes parent, 
purchase your tickets before or after Mass or stop by the school.  We look forward to a fun 
evening once again! 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS Contact Sue 
Stoetzel at 320-859-2209 (ICC) or Anita 
at 320-852-7792 (St. Nicholas) 

WANTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sat, Mar 14 : 4pm : Immaculate 
Conception 
Sacristan:  Mary Gillespie; Lector:  Tim 
Marthaler; Greeters:  Pat Mohror; Mass 
Servers:  Abiah & Kole Bogenrief; Ushers:  
Bob Massmann & Bruce Massmann; Extra 
Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:  Bob 
Schluender, Barb Schneider & John Temple 

Sun, Mar 15 : 8:30am : St. Nicholas 
Sacristan:  Dennis Hillmer; Lector:  Mary 
Landowski; Greeters:  Richard Molitor & 
Judy Steidl;  Mass Servers:  Simon & Jude 
Jahner; Ushers: Ken Schlosser & Norman 
Schlosser; Extra Ordinary Ministers of the 
Eucharist:  Shawn Becker, Gary & Veronica 
Haavig 

Sun, Mar 15 : 10:30am : Immaculate 
Conception 
Sacristan:  Amy Marthaler; Lector:  Theresa 
Dirkes; Greeters:  NEEDED;  Mass Servers:  
Alayna Schultz & Lexy Marthaler; Ushers:  
Lance Spychalla & Richard Wielenberg; 
Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:  
Mary Vetter, Dave & Sharon Marthaler 

Counters-Belle River:  Yvonne Shimota & 
Mary Landowski (3/10 @ 9:30am); Gary & 
Diane Botzet (3/17 @ 9:30am); Sara Sibell & 
Judy Collins (3/24 @ 9:30am) 

Counters-Osakis:  Jerry & Joyce Klimek 
(Dec-March) 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY & MONEY 
COUNTER SCHEDULE 2020 
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Chairs FOR SALE:  St. Nicholas has well 
over 100 folding chairs for $5 each.  If 
interested, please contact Dennis & Deb 
Hillmer to purchase.  Remaining 
inventory will be sold at a spring 
“garage sale” 

FOR SALE: 

Area Catholic Community Update:  Our ACC Planning Council met on February 18th.  After some difficulty with our ACC name (Central 
Lakes Area Catholic Community), the ACC Planning Council has agreed to change our name.  Our new name is now Come to the Water 
Catholic Community (CTTWCC).  This name has two nice symbolic representations in the many lakes we have around Alexandria, Belle River 
and Osakis and in remembering our own baptism.  We should receive word from the Diocesan Planning Office any day as far as the approval or 
recommendations for changes to our strategic plan.  By the time this goes to print we may have already heard.  Once we receive approval, we 
will provide details on the goals and objectives; these will also be posted on the Diocesan website.  Effective August 1, 2020, we will merge our 3 
Parish Pastoral Councils into 1 ACC Pastoral Council.  At the last meeting, the planning council tweaked the #s of representatives from each 
parish.  The following will be the representation:  Immaculate Conception (3), St. Mary’s (6), St. Nicholas (3).  These numbers will make for an 
easier transition and better reflect the proportionate membership.  In addition, the Pastoral Councils do not vote on recommendations, rather 
they achieve consensus.  So, discussion continues until everyone can compromise and live with a proposed recommendation and comes to an 
agreement.  So, yes, 1 person’s strong disapproval can stop a recommendation. Again, the Pastoral Council is an advisory body only and does not 
set policy or make any final decisions. 
 

 

Mon, Mar 9 8am Communion Service  Osakis 
Tues, Mar 10 10am †John & Dorothy Marthaler  Osakis 
Wed, Mar 11 8:30am †   Belle River 
Thurs, Mar 12 9am †  Osakis 
Fri, Mar 13 8am NO MASS  Osakis 
Sat, Mar 14 4pm For the People of the Parishes  Osakis 
Sun, Mar 15 8:30am †Dennis Drexler   Belle River 
Sun, Mar 15 10:30am †Dan Wielenberg  Osakis 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION  
March 11th – Regular 
Classes 

 

FAITH FORMATION  
March 11th - K-2:  
Special Friends activities 
from 3:30-4:15 at St. 
Agnes School Cafeteria; 
3-6:  Reconciliation & 
Regular class.  7-11:  

Reconciliation Service at 6:30pm 

LITTLE HEARTS FOR JESUS  
(age 3-3rd grade):  Sundays during the 10:30am Mass. 

 

 

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult $1,463.00 
Loose $104.00 
Children $10.00 
TOTAL $1,577.00 

 

 

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult $1,989.00 
Loose $367.00 
Children $28.86 
TOTAL $2,384.86 

  

 

 
Other People’s Opinions (OPOs) 

Have you heard someone say, “I am afraid of what others will 
think.” That’s a fear of Other People’s Opinions. When we dispel 
the fear of OPOs, we can live more freely. This month the students 
will be talking about this in the classroom. 
 If we want to develop the Star Quality of courage, we can’t focus 

on what other people think. What if the Wright Brothers got 
hung up on what other people thought? What about Martin 
Luther King, Jr.? Rosa Parks? Abraham Lincoln? Where would 
we be today if our heroes worried about everyone liking them? 

 Other people have opinions of us, but we also have opinions of 
others. 

 Our beliefs can be influenced by Other People’s Opinions. When 
the OPO is in our best interest, the belief that comes from it will 
almost always make our life better. If the OPO causes us to form 
a false belief, it will mess us up. 

 It’s up to us to decide whether OPOs are in our best interest or 
not in our best interest. If they’re not in our best interest, we 
need to let them go. 

 If you can accept that OPO of you are none of your business 
unless they’re in your best interest, much of your fear will 
disappear. 

 Have you changed how you think about OPOs this month? 
You’re on your way to freeing yourself from what other people 
think. Celebrate that! 

 
 

The Kindergartners celebrated the 100th day of school by sharing 
their 100s Day project. 

          
 
 

 
 

The students pose below their displayed projects!

Tonya Buelke | K-12 Faith Formation 
320-815-3162 | roytonya@gmail.com 

Jen Wolbeck | Pre-K-6 Faith Formation 
320-248-0155 | iccreyouth@gmail.com  

Greta Petrich | 7-12 Faith Formation 
320-491-1289 | wordgirlre@gmail.com 

MASS INTENTIONS 

FAITH FORMATION / YOUTH MINISTRY 

ST. NICHOLAS 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 
 ST. NICHOLAS 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL ALLIES 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. PAT 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN KINDERGARTEN 

Received
$90,209

65%

Remaining
$49,091

35%

$139,300
Budget 

Progress: 
June 30 

year end

Received
$177,920

69%

Remaining
$80,930

31%

$258,850
Budget 

Progress: 
June 30 

year end

The mission of St. Agnes School is to provide a quality 
education within a Christ-centered environment that 
empowers students to learn beyond academics. 

Received
$17,513

70%

Remaining
$7,487

30%
$25,000

Goal


