
 
 

Open Mon-Sat 8-5
Full Retail Counter
Processing
Custom Butchering
Curing
Sausage Making

218-943-2681
www.miltonameats.com

St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception Catholic Churches 

Worship 
Immaculate Conception 
306 W Oak Street, PO Box F 

Osakis, MN 56360 

St. Nicholas 
9473 County Road 3 NE 

Carlos, MN 56319 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

St. Cloud Diocese TV Masses - 
http://worship.stcdio.org/tv-

mass/ 
 

 

 
       Last Friday, Bishop Kettler communicated to his priests that the governor has not yet 
approved the diocesan plan to allow parishes to open after June 8th (that message was made 
available to all Catholics via a video link in the latest Central Minnesota Catholic Magazine 
Monday Morning Update). Bishop Kettler and all the bishops of Minnesota were hoping to hear 
word yesterday, but as I write this article, I have not received an update, so the date for opening 
our parishes again, which will start with daily Mass, is still uncertain.  

 Last Tuesday I met with the priests in my Emmaus group, and, since it is on every priest’s 
mind right now, we talked about our reopening plans that each parish must submit to the bishop 
for his approval before that parish can celebrate public Masses again, whenever that permission 
is finally given by the governor. Rather than rewrite the plan specific for their parishes, they are 
simply sending in a statement that their parishes will follow the guidelines provided by the 
bishop as best they can. Other priests who have followed that procedure have already been 
approved. I will do the same. Unfortunately, that still means we will not be able to open the 
parish until we can fully implement the plan, and as of today we would not be able to do so. We 
are in the process of getting the disinfecting supplies we will need, and some signage, but we still 
need many volunteers to disinfect both church facilities before we can open (see our new plan 
that follows below). Reopening will begin with our regularly scheduled weekday Masses along 
with leaving that one parish open the rest of the day, on that day only, for private prayers as I 
outlined in my bulletin article last week and as recommended by the bishop.  

 At our staff meeting this past week, we decided for several reasons that it is too much to put 
the burden of disinfecting the church onto our ushers (though they are welcome to help). 
Instead, we are forming a new ministry for this purpose. Look for a request for volunteers for 
what we hope will be a short lived, but very necessary ministry of disinfecting our church 
facilities. Each parish will require disinfecting after each Mass that will include disinfecting the 
pews that were used that day, door handles, bathrooms, elevators, and other furniture or items 
that come into contact by those who enter the church. Carts are being set up with spray bottles of 
mild but safe disinfectants using a formula recommended by pew manufacturers, cloths to wipe 
down surfaces that are being disinfected, gloves to be worn by the volunteers, and baskets to 
collect the wiping cloths and any trash. Instructions and training will be provided to volunteers. 
Please note that our parishes cannot open without this ministry in place. Please consider signing 
up for this new ministry. This might be a good ministry for families to consider doing together.  

 During this time when we are not allowed to gather and celebrate in the church, some might 
ask “Why do we need the church at all?” In answer to that question, first, we need the church 
because Jesus gave it to us as a gift. It is our love for Jesus that both invites and pushes us to 
belong to the Catholic Church. To reject the gift would be to reject the gift giver. Second, because 
we are members of the body of Christ, there exists an exchange of goods. The holiness of one 
member can affect another. The graces the saints merit through Jesus are given to other 
members upon request. Third, the Catholic Church possesses all the sacraments Jesus came to 
give. As such, we have all the means necessary for salvation. Fourth, we need the church to have 
absolute certitude of the truth of God’s revelation. Without the church, which is the infallible 
voice of God on earth, our beliefs would simply be educated guesses. We would not be able to 
discern the true voice of Jesus amid the thousands of different Christian denominations. These 
are but a few of the many reasons we need the church. 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation 

Saturdays at 3:00pm in Osakis 

Baptism, Marriage, 
Anointing of the Sick 

Contact Parish 

Contact 
EMERGENCIES 

320-760-1221 

Immaculate Conception 
Closed at this time 

320-859-2390 
iccosakis@arvig.net 

ImmaculateConceptionOsakis.org 

St. Nicholas 
Closed at this time 

320-852-7041 
stnickbelleriver@gmail.com 

StNicholasBelleRiver.org 

St. Agnes School 
Closed at this time 

320-859-2130 
discoverjoy@stagnesosakis.com 

stagnesosakis.com 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Wednesdays by 5pm 

 iccosakis@arvig.net or PO Box F 
Osakis, MN 56360 

MAY 24, 2020 :: 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER :: ASCENSION of OUR LORD 

TWIN PARISHES • SCHOOL • COMMUNITY 



 

 

St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception 

DONUTS ARE BACK! We are taking orders for pick-up or local delivery for this Memorial 
Weekend, get them Saturday, May 23 at noon from the St. Agnes School kitchen, fresh and 
hot!  To order, call or text Ginger at (320) 808-6559 to get yours reserved.  Remember, the funds 
made go to help our dear St. Agnes School! 

Knights of Columbus Essay Contest winners: Congratulations to Alexa Lien and Daniel 
Savageau on winning the KC essay contest.  They wrote on the topic, "How Has Your 
Faith Been Impacted by the Covid-19 Virus?"  Alexa and Daniel each won $250 for their 
efforts.  Well done! 

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS UPDATE: 

 We are still accepting your contributions by mail.  Thank you to those who have so 
generously given during this time.  We truly appreciate it!  Mailing info is as follows:  Parish 
Offices in Belle River & Osakis.   

 If you wish to enroll in Automatic Contribution – please contact Sharon Marthaler at 320-
859-2130.  Thank you! 

 NEW GIVE+Mobile—You can now make a contribution to our church (both Belle River and 
Osakis) through a mobile app!  To get started, download GivePlus Church for FREE from the 
App Store or Google Play.  Simply search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find and download 
the app today.  Then, you can easily make donations directly from your smartphone using 
your debit/credit card or checking/savings account.  You can choose to donate as a guest or 
set up an account that allows you to securely and conveniently schedule recurring donations 
and manage and review your giving history.  We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute 
to our ministry, and thank you for your support! 

 ONLINE GIVING is set up for ICC on the website.  St. Nicholas is in planning stage.3 

Diocese Update on Coronavirus (COVID-19):   Updated info can be found on the Central MN 
Catholic Magazine website at http://stcdio.org/coronavirus-update/ 

Looking for photos for the History of St. Nicholas parish.  If you have any old photos of the 
parish or any celebrations / events that would have taken place in St. Nicholas – please contact 
Dennis or Linsey Hillmer and they would be happy to get those from you for our celebration of 
150th Anniversary in October 2020. 

Bulletins will be available on the Immaculate Conception website at 
www.immaculateconceptionosakis.org. Belle River Bulletins are in the mail box by the front 
steps of church.  Osakis Bulletins are inside the student desk near entrance of St. Agnes School. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: We are the Church Together:  The diocese is grateful to be able to offer 
weekly Mass to the faithful in many formats. TV, online and radio options are available at 
http://worship.stcdio.org/tv-mass/. 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS Contact Sue 
Stoetzel at 320-859-2209 (ICC) or Anita 
at 320-852-7792 (St. Nicholas) 

WANTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Regarding MASS INTENTIONS 

Mass Intentions scheduled during 
this time will be rescheduled when 
we have the “go ahead” to have Mass 
again in our Church buildings.  
Thank you! 

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 

ST. NICHOLAS 

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult                      $860.00   July 1-June 30 
Elect. Giving         $140.00        
TOTAL                 $1,000.00  

Received
$107,005

77%

Remaining
$32,295

23%
$139,300

Budget 
Progress

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult                    $1,682.00               July 1-June 30 
Elect. Giving       $   880.00 
TOTAL            $2,562.00 

Received
$214,813

83%

Remaining
$44,037 

17%$258,850
Budget 

Progress

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL ALLIES 

 

Received
$23,841

96%

Remaining
$1,159 

4%
$25,000

Goal

Habitat for Humanity:  Goal $1,500.00 
$515 so far…We are still accepting 
donations for this event.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Faith Formation 
Tonya Buelke | K-12 Faith Formation | 320-815-3162 | 

roytonya@gmail.com 
 

Immaculate Conception Faith Formation 
Jennifer Kaweesa | Pre-K-6 Faith Formation | 320-248-0155 | 

iccreyouth@gmail.com 
Greta Petrich | 7-12 Faith Formation | 320-491-1289 | 

wordgirlre@gmail.com 

FAITH FORMATION / YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. PAT 

The mission of St. Agnes School is to provide a quality 
education within a Christ-centered environment that 
empowers students to learn beyond academics. 

 

 
 

Congratulations to our Graduating 6th grade students!  May God 
continue to bless you in your future ahead!  You will be missed 

here at St. Agnes School.  We Love You! 
 

EVEN THOUGH THE SCHOOL IS CLOSED… 

LEARNING CONTINUES! 

 

 
 

 

Hello! 
 
With summer quickly approaching and the weather 
becoming nice, we hope that you are able to enjoy time 
outdoors and hopefully soon – with others! 
 
We want to thank you for this year and for everything that 
you have done to work with your children during our non-
gathering times.  We truly hope to gather again in the fall, 
but time will tell.  As of now, we want to share some fun 
things you can do together this summer.  More ideas will be 
shared every 2-3 weeks throughout the summer. 
 
Things to do as a Family: 
https://catholicexchange.com/10-summer-ideas-catholic-
family 
 
https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/free-printable-
summertime-catholic-family-activities 
 
Books to Read: 
https://blessedisshe.net/blog/catholic-summer-books-
kids/ 
 
https://www.catholicfaithstore.com/daily-bread/summer-
reading-list-for-catholic-children/ 
 
Ascension Presents videos on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVdGX3N-
WIJ5nUvklBTNhAw 
 
 
Take care and God Bless! 
 
Jennifer Kaweesa 
Tonya Beulke 
Greta Petrich 
 
 

 

Have a Great Summer! 


