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        In this article I will conclude my reflection on the seven deadly vices that are represented in 
the helpful acronym PEWSAGL. The four yet to be mentioned are …SAGL vices: sloth, avarice, 
gluttony and lust. Sloth is probably the least understood of the seven vices by most people. The 
Greek term for sloth is acedia, a compound word meaning without (a-) care (cedia). While the 
more historically recent Protestant Reformers viewed sloth as physical laziness, the meaning of 
sloth in the ancient world and throughout the medieval period, meant being so busy that one 
didn’t make time for what was truly important (sound like a familiar concern in our world 
today?). Consider which is easier: spending dedicated time each day in daily prayer or answer 
emails while talking on one’s cellphone. This is why St. Thomas Aquinas defined sloth as an 
aimless “tendency to wander.” It is the inability to care about the important things of everyday 
life and the demands of basic human existence. 

 If the first three of the seven deadlys are what the British call “the cold sins,” those 
tendencies that isolate the individual on him or herself alone, and if the following three are the 
“warm sins,” sloth is that lukewarm-ness that portrays a soul to be mediocre.  

 Next up is avarice, which is a fancy word for greed, the disordered use of material goods. 
Living in a world of fancy cars and clothes, grand homes and condominiums, it is understandable 
that we might misuse material goods from time to time. In their effort to sell “stuff,” advertisers 
and our whole society is geared towards glamorizing excess…the bigger, the faster, the sexier, 
the more expensive…to sell product. The simple needs of life are made to look inadequate while 
excess is presented as “must-have,” and we fall to greed on occasion. 

 Next is gluttony, another vice most of us have encountered in one way or another. In the 
great Catholic intellectual tradition, gluttony is not simply eating too much…it is also eating at an 
improper time, eating too eagerly, eating too expensively, and even eating too daintily. The 
perfectly slender supermodel is just as consumed by disordered concerns as the overweight 
individual who overindulges. 

 Finally, we come to lust (from the Latin luxuria) which means intense longing. It is usually 
thought of as an intense or unbridled sexual desire, which leads to viewing pornography, acts of 
fornication, adultery, rape, and other sinful sexual deeds. However, lust could also simply mean 
desire in general, such as a lust for money, power or other things that are sinful. Cardinal Henry 
Manning once said that the impurity of lust transforms one into “a slave of the devil.” Yet God 
made humans for intimacy and interpersonal relationship, so lust is the most understandable of 
all the deadly sins. Overcoming lust requires tempering or mastering our basest instincts. Lust is 
considered the least serious of the capital sins since it is an abuse of a faculty that humans share 
with animals, and sins of the flesh are less grievous than spiritual sins, but even so, lust is still a 
“deadly” sin. 

 St. John warns that these deadly sins, more commonly known as mortal sins, cannot simply 
be prayed away. They require the grace of the sacrament of confession. None of these are the 
lesser (venial) sins absolved during pious prayer or during the penitential rite at the beginning of 
Mass…but, thank God, they are forgivable. 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation 

Saturdays at 3:00pm in Osakis 

Baptism, Marriage, 
Anointing of the Sick 

Contact Parish 

Contact 
EMERGENCIES 

320-760-1221 

Immaculate Conception 
Closed at this time 

320-859-2390 
iccosakis@arvig.net 

ImmaculateConceptionOsakis.org 

St. Nicholas 
Closed at this time 

320-852-7041 
stnickbelleriver@gmail.com 

StNicholasBelleRiver.org 

St. Agnes School 
Closed at this time 

320-859-2130 
discoverjoy@stagnesosakis.com 

stagnesosakis.com 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Wednesdays by 5pm 

 iccosakis@arvig.net or PO Box F 
Osakis, MN 56360 
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St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception 

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS UPDATE: 

 We are still accepting your contributions by mail.  Thank you to those who have so 
generously given during this time.  We truly appreciate it!  Mailing info is as follows:  Parish 
Offices in Belle River & Osakis.   

 If you wish to enroll in Automatic Contribution – please contact Sharon Marthaler at 320-
859-2130.  Thank you! 

 NEW GIVE+Mobile—You can now make a contribution to our church (both Belle River and 
Osakis) through a mobile app!  To get started, download GivePlus Church for FREE from the 
App Store or Google Play.  Simply search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find and download 
the app today.  Then, you can easily make donations directly from your smartphone using 
your debit/credit card or checking/savings account.  You can choose to donate as a guest or 
set up an account that allows you to securely and conveniently schedule recurring donations 
and manage and review your giving history.  We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute 
to our ministry, and thank you for your support! 

 ONLINE GIVING is Coming Soon!  See future bulletins for details. 

Diocese Update on Coronavirus (COVID-19):   Updated info can be found on the Central MN 
Catholic Magazine website at http://stcdio.org/coronavirus-update/ 

Phone Calls:  During this time of Social Distancing and not being able to gather for Mass and 
other activities, we have initiated our groups of Christian Mothers, St. Ann’s Sodality and Parish 
Calling Lists to reach out to you during this time.  We ask that you welcome these phone calls and 
enjoy the fellowship created during our “new normal” we are now experiencing.  Thank you and 
we look forward to seeing you all again! 

Looking for photos for the History of St. Nicholas parish.  If you have any old photos of the 
parish or any celebrations / events that would have taken place in St. Nicholas – please contact 
Dennis or Linsey Hillmer and they would be happy to get those from you for our celebration of 
150th Anniversary in October 2020. 

Bulletins will be available on the Immaculate Conception website at 
www.immaculateconceptionosakis.org. Belle River Bulletins are in the mail box by the front 
steps of church.  Osakis Bulletins are inside the student desk near entrance of St. Agnes School. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Thank you to everyone who is supporting diocesan ministries through 
the Appeal, especially during these trying times. As of April 20, the Appeal raised $865,841 in 
gifts and pledges toward the goal $1,300,000. Please remember that it is especially important at 
this time to support your parishes and safely reach out to family, neighbors and people in need.    

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS Contact Sue 
Stoetzel at 320-859-2209 (ICC) or Anita 
at 320-852-7792 (St. Nicholas) 

WANTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Regarding MASS INTENTIONS 

Mass Intentions scheduled during 
this time will be rescheduled when 
we have the “go ahead” to have Mass 
again in our Church buildings.  
Thank you! 

Wedding Banns 
III.  Jennifer Wolbeck & 

Geoffrey Kaweesa 
 

Therefore, what God has 
joined together, let no one 

separate.  Mark 10:9 

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 

ST. NICHOLAS 

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult $2,042.00  July 1-June 30 
Elect. Giving $20.00 
TOTAL $2,062.00 

Received
$104,581

75%

Remaining
$34,719

25%
$139,300

Budget 
Progress

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult     $3,695.00  July 1-June 30 
Elect. Giving $225.00 
TOTAL $3,920.00 

Received
$208,944

Remaining
$49,906

19%

$258,850
Budget 

Progress

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL ALLIES 

 

Received
$22,460

90%

Remaining
$2,540

10%
$25,000

Goal

Habitat for Humanity:  Goal $1,500.00 
$515 so far…We are still accepting 
donations for this event.  Thank you! 

 

Early Bulletin 
Deadline: 

 
The bulletin for Sunday, 
May 17th has an early 
submission deadline.  
Please have any 
announcements to 
Jennifer by Thursday, May 
7th.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Faith Formation 
Tonya Buelke | K-12 Faith Formation | 320-815-3162 | 

roytonya@gmail.com 
 

Immaculate Conception Faith Formation 
Jen Wolbeck | Pre-K-6 Faith Formation | 320-248-0155 | 

iccreyouth@gmail.com 
Greta Petrich | 7-12 Faith Formation | 320-491-1289 | 

wordgirlre@gmail.com 

FAITH FORMATION / YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. PAT 

The mission of St. Agnes School is to provide a quality 
education within a Christ-centered environment that 
empowers students to learn beyond academics. 

Conflict Resolution 
All human beings experience conflicts, but we don’t all handle 

conflicts in the same way. This month we’re going to pay attention 
to how we deal with conflicts and how we can resolve conflicts 

better. 
 Disagreement isn’t a bad thing. If we talk through our 

disagreements, we can actually come closer together. This will 
especially happen if the other person knows that we are trying 
to find how we can help them get what is important to them. 

 Have you ever said something that you wish you hadn’t said or 
did something that you wish you hadn’t done? Sure, we’ve all 
done that. Think of a time when that happened. 

 Now that you have thought of a time when you said or did 
something you wished you hadn’t, when that happens, what can 
you do? Top 20s learn to ask, “Can we start over?” We can let 
the other person know that we want to try it again – to say 
something or do something in a way that’s better – and make 
the situation better. 

 When we know we are wrong, we make fewer messes than 
when we think we are right. When we know we’re wrong, we 
can apologize and start over. When we think we’re right, we 
often keep the conflict going. 

 

EVEN THOUGH THE SCHOOL IS CLOSED…Learning 
Continues! 

“Spirit Friday” 

 

A Note from Greta Petrich & Jen Wolbeck: 
 
Hello!  As you are all aware, at this time, we are still in 
a wait and see mode for those who were to celebrate 
their First Holy Communion and the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Please stay Healthy and keep praying 
for our parish community. 
Keep the following youth from Immaculate Conception, 
Osakis, in your thoughts and prayers as it is a special 
year for them: 
 

 
Our 2020 Graduates:  
Abby Breiter, Maria Dallum, Ali DeWenter, Isaac 
Froemming, Ethan Hiltner, Dylan Klukken, Kessie 
Kulzer, Alexa Lien, Ethan McLaughlin, Scott Oeltjen, 
Xavier Pahl, Daniel Savageau, Joseph Van Acker & 
Alexis Witt 
 

 
Our First Communicants: 
AJ Braatz, Jadelyn Bruder, Chase Chermak, Liam 
Chisholm, Cora Dempsey, Laney Kalpin, Aidan Kulzer, 
Brielle Langner, Riley Marthaler, Ben Munsterman, 
Karsten Saltmarsh & Easton Schultz 
 

 
Our Confirmation Candidates:  
Kellen Anderson, Brooke Breiter, Michael Dallum, 
Cody Dirkes, Andrew Drevlow, Brock Faber, Austin 
Lennes, Grace Oeltjen, Colby Schnell, Evan Soderholm, 
Emily Waldorf, Alyssa Wallace & Helena Zajac 
 


