
 

 

 

Open Mon-Sat 8-5
Full Retail Counter
Processing
Custom Butchering
Curing
Sausage Making

218-943-2681
www.miltonameats.com

St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception Catholic Churches 
Worship 

Immaculate Conception 
306 W Oak Street, PO Box F 

Osakis, MN 56360 
9:00am Mass Thursday 
4:00pm Mass Saturday 
10:30am Mass Sunday 

St. Nicholas 
9473 County Road 3 NE 

Carlos, MN 56319 
8:30am Mass Wednesday 

8:30am Mass Sunday 
 

St. Cloud Diocese TV Masses - 
http://worship.stcdio.org/tv-

mass/ 
 

 

 
       

 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation 

Saturdays at 3:00pm in Osakis 

Baptism, Marriage, 
Anointing of the Sick 

Contact Parish 

Contact 
EMERGENCIES 

320-760-1221 

Immaculate Conception 
Thursday 1-3pm and 4:30-5pm 

(until Easter) 
320-859-2390 

jennifer@icosakis.org 
ImmaculateConceptionOsakis.org 

St. Nicholas 
Tuesday 10:30am-2pm 

320-852-7041 
stnickbelleriver@gmail.com 

StNicholasBelleRiver.org 

St. Agnes School 
320-859-2130 

discoverjoy@stagnesosakis.com 
stagnesosakis.com 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Wednesdays by 5pm 

info@icosakis.org or PO Box F 
Osakis, MN 56360 

MAY 2, 2021 :: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

TWIN PARISHES • SCHOOL • COMMUNITY 

Three weeks ago, our confirmation students from both parishes were confirmed by Bishop 
Kettler at St. Mary’s in Alexandria. It was a hard decision for me to make, but I chose not to attend 
the celebration for the same reason I do not attend any diocesan events at this time. If masks are 
required to be worn, then the environment must be considered unsafe. The bishop does not 
require priests to be present at any events where we might feel unsafe. I do not believe it is actually 
unsafe, but the logic suggests it is. Since only the bishop’s presence is required at confirmation to 
confer the sacrament, I chose to celebrate 4 Masses, two in each parish, for our confirmation 
students. The first one was this weekend. The spiritual benefits from offering these Masses are 
much greater than my presence at the confirmation celebration. 

I have taken this hard stand because I firmly believe our society has over reacted. Many people 
are in panic mode, oftentimes verbally attacking anyone who speaks out against wearing masks 
and other social isolation policies. This includes our leaders. Fauci bullies anyone who disagrees 
with his extreme policies, including silencing other CDC directors who disagree with him. Caution 
is one thing…panic is quite another…it seems many people and institutions have slipped into panic 
mode that is neither realistic, nor helpful during times like this. Here are a few things we all need to 
remember.  

First, do not be afraid (one of the most often repeated phrases in the bible). Always remember 
that God is in control. Our society has become so rationalistic and science based even I have to 
remind myself of this truth. God’s will always prevails. If it is God’s will that we contract this 
disease, we must surrender our will to his. That does not mean we should not take precautionary 
measures, but in our hearts we must not forget that our lives are in God’s hands.  

Second, every one of us is going to die. As Christians, we believe we will be raised to new life 
after we die. I feel sorry for non-Christians who do not have such hope. Our true forever home was 
prepared for us in heaven before we were even born. We may be citizens of the United States in 
this life, but our true citizenship is in heaven. Our lives are not ours to own and cling to …they have 
been given to us by God, on loan, and we will have to return them to God one way or another. That 
realization brings me peace. As the Christian writer John Eldridge once said, “The most powerful 
man on earth is the one who has reckoned with his own death.” In other words, once a Christian 
accepts that his or her own life is not their own, that we will have to come to God one way or 
another, this liberates us from the need to fear death. It frees us from our frantic grasping at life as 
if this physical life were the most important thing to protect and preserve. Life is a gift, and we 
should go to great lengths to protect it, but the gift of life is not absolute…we must all give that gift 
back to God at some point. 

Finally, we must remember our duties to the sick…even if they are contagious. Numerous 
saints have exampled this. During the plague of 1576, St. Charles Borromeo said, “Be ready to 
abandon this mortal life rather than the people committed to your care.” St. Francis once kissed a 
leper on the face to get over his fear of the dreaded disease and place his life in God’s hands. It is 
written about St. Frances of Rome: “Fatal diseases and plagues were [rampant] everywhere [in 
Rome], but the saint ignored the risk of contagion and displayed the deepest kindness toward the poor 
and needy. She would seek them out in their cottages and in public hospitals, and would refresh their 
thirst, smooth their beds, and bind their sores. The more disgusting and sickening the stench, the 
greater was the love and care with which she treated them.” We are called to do the same. All of this 
is in God’s hands. We do need to take precautions…we should stay home if we are sick…we should 
wash our hands often…and we should leave the rest to God. 

 



 

 

St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception 
Thank you!  Belle River parish donated 142 pounds of food to the Douglas County Outreach 
Food Shelf during our Lenten Food Shelf Collection.  Your generosity and support are greatly 
appreciated. 

HELP WANTED:  We are in need of Ushers to help with the 4:00pm Mass in Osakis on Saturdays.  
There will be training before you are placed on the schedule.  If you are interested in helping 
with this great ministry, please contact Jennifer at the Parish office.  Thank you! 

Belle River History Wanted: Looking for families and of past parishioners to share their stories 
or photos of weddings, baptisms, confirmations, and first communion. We currently have a few 
photos of 1914, 1916 & 1917 1st Communion. We'd like to expand our collection from the early 
1900s to today. Any photos from in the church or outside the building are appreciated. Please 
contact Linsey Hillmer (linsey.hillmer@gmail.com or (320) 815-7175 if you have information to 
share. All photos will be returned. 

Catholic Home Mission Appeal:  Thank you for your generous support of last week’s Catholic 
Home Missions Appeal.  The amounts we raised will help strengthen the Church at home and 
ensure that the Gospel is spread across the United States.  If you missed the appeal, it is not too 
late to give!  Just visit www.usccb.org/home-mission.    

As Catholics, we have the greatest story to tell – the story of Jesus Christ.  Our parishes, now 
more than ever, need well-formed leaders to help tell the story.  Do you feel called to be a 
witness in your parish and community?  The Emmaus Institute invites you to develop your faith 
with others seeking the same goal.  For more information, visit www.stcdio.org/Emmaus-
Institute or contact Kristi Bivens at 320-258-7642 or kbivens@gw.stcdio.org.  

Are you looking to help and not sure where your gifts can be used within the parish?  St. 
Nicholas is currently looking for volunteers to help with our Usher ministry at 
Funerals.  There is training that would be provided.  If you are interested in this ministry, please 
contact Jennifer at the parish office either by phone or email.  Thank you! 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Thank you to those who have already supported diocesan ministries 
through the appeal. As of April 19, the Appeal raised $936,413 in gifts and pledges toward the 
goal of $1,400,000 with gifts from 6,322 households. Every dollar raised goes directly to 
ministries that support our Catholic faith and is not used for any other purpose. 

Stewardship as a Way of Life: “Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and 
truth.” — 1 John 3:18  Regarding our Catholic faith, do you “walk the talk?” Do your actions reflect 
what it means to be a good disciple? Are you an active participant at Sunday Mass? Are you joyful 
when participating in parish ministry? Do you give gratefully and generously with your financial 
support to your parish and other Church needs? If not, it’s not too late to start! 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS Contact Sue 
Stoetzel at 320-859-2209 (ICC) or Anita 
at 320-852-7792 (St. Nicholas) 

WANTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Wednesday, May 5, 8:30am – Belle River :: †Linus Kalthoff 
 

Thursday, May 6, 9:00am – Osakis :: †Tony Daas 
 

Saturday, May 8, 4:00pm – Osakis :: †Char Petroske 
 

Sunday, May 9, 8:30am – Belle River :: †Jim & Tim Steidl 
Sunday, May 9, 10:30am – Osakis :: For the People of our Parishes 
******************************************************************************************** 
Mass Intentions that were previously scheduled per specific requests for First Friday or the 
Galeon will be scheduled first once those Masses resume.  Thank you! 

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 

ST. NICHOLAS 

 
Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult $1,125.00  July 1-June 30 
Loose $184.00        
Elect. Giving          $20.00       
TOTAL $1,329.00 

Received
$105,541

76%

Remaining
$33,759

24%
$142,500

Budget 
Progress

 
Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult $,2015.00  July 1-June 30 
Loose $217.00  
Elect. Giving $710.80   
TOTAL $2,942.80          

Received
$181,486

71%

Remaining
$73,714

29%
$255,200

Budget 
Progress

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL ALLIES 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, May 8, 4:00pm – Osakis  
Lectors: Sarah Munsterman; Ushers:  Richard & Monica Krebsbach; Cleaners:  Mike & Greta 
Petrich family; Extra Ordinary Minister:  Monica Krebsbach 
 

Sunday, May 9, 8:30am – Belle River 
Lectors: Deb Hillmer; Ushers:  Evan Koering & Travis Bakker; Cleaners:  Ginger Schroder 
Family; Extra Ordinary Minister:  Mary Landowski 
 

Sunday, May 9, 10:30am – Osakis 
Lectors: Darlene Highet; Ushers:  Richard Wielenberg & Dave Herzog; Cleaners:  Craig & 
Darlene Highet; Extra Ordinary Minister:  Dave Marthaler 
 

Osakis Liturgical Laundry:  May – Sharon Marthaler; June – Barb Sjerven 

 

Received
$17,898

72%

Remaining
$7,102

28%

$25,000
Goal

St. Agnes School Enrollment 
Enrollment is now open for Preschool – 
grade 6.  Come see us in action.  Call 
859-2130 to schedule your tour. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

       

 

St. Nicholas Faith Formation 
Tonya Beulke | K-12 Faith Formation | 320-815-3162 | 

roytonya@gmail.com  
 

Immaculate Conception Faith Formation 
Jennifer Kaweesa | Pre-K-6 Faith Formation | 320-248-0155 | 

jennifer@icosakis.org  
Greta Petrich | 7-12 Faith Formation | 320-491-1289 | 

wordgirlre@gmail.com 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

The mission of St. Agnes School is to provide a quality 
education within a Christ-centered environment that 
empowers students to learn beyond academics. 

“The Lord bless you and keep you the Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you.” 

-Numbers 6:24-25 

 
Here’s What’s Happening in Third & Fourth Grade 
Grades 1-6 enjoyed a crisp, cool morning at Prairie Wetlands 
Learning Center. The third and fourth graders especially 
enjoyed using the binoculars to look at the wildlife.  

  
            

The third and fourth graders learned about the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

St. Nicholas Faith Formation: 

Grades 1-11:  Enjoy your Summer!  See you in the Fall! 

 

Immaculate Conception Faith Formation: 

Grades K-11:  Enjoy your Summer!  See you in the Fall! 

     

Both Parishes: 

NCYC 2021:  Please contact Jennifer or Tonya for a pre-
registration form.  Spaces at the venues are limited and it is 
based on a first come, first serve. 

 

Vacation Bible School 2021 information is available.  
Please visit https://www.stmaryalexandria.org/vacation-
bible-school/ to learn more.  You can also register to 
volunteer and participate through this link as well. 

 

Youth Ministry: 

Join us at Immaculate Conception on Thursday evenings 
starting June 10th.  More details to come in future bulletins. 

 

 

*********************************************************** 

 


