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WEEKEND MASSES 

St. Cloud Diocese TV Masses - 
http://worship.stcdio.org/tv-

mass/ 
 

 

 
       This weekend I will continue my discussion about the Seven Deadly Sins that I began last 
week as I try to direct the introspection that overwhelms me during this period of social isolation 
towards spiritual growth. My last article explained the history of the Seven Deadly Sins that 
developed during the first few centuries in the early church and were eventually defined as we 
know them today by Pope Gregory the Great (590-604a.d.). The helpful acronym to remember 
this list is: PEWSAGL…pride, envy, wrath, sloth, avarice, gluttony and lust. I will begin looking at 
the first few this weekend and try to finish next weekend. 

 Pride is the first vice or deadly sin. The Latin word for pride is superbia…the combination of 
super- (above) and bios (a Greek word meaning life or human living). C.S. Lewis calls pride the 
“anti-God” and why the book of Proverbs (16:18) calls pride the one and only vice that existed 
before the Fall: “Pride goes before disaster, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” There are actually 
two kinds of pride…one good and one bad. With good pride, a person can be justified in 
delighting over the fact that, for example, he is a Catholic…he can be justly proud of his family, his 
country, his neighborhood…a coach can be proud of his team, parents proud of their children’s 
crayon squiggles in their coloring book, etc. Pride, in the good sense, is fully justified when 
someone or something conforms to a good standard. The key term here is "justified." Good pride 
implies the inclusion of justice. 

 On the other hand, bad pride operates wholly outside of the realm of justice. It is the desire, 
sometimes hunger, for recognition, status, honors, and adulation that are undeserved. Here is 
where the element of injustice enters the picture. St. Thomas Aquinas referred to this kind of 
pride as the attempt to achieve a "perverse excellence." Bad pride is unjust, unrealistic, foolish, 
and self-defeating, yet it clings to people and is extremely difficult to eradicate. The main reason 
that pride is so difficult to overcome is that it is difficult to diagnose. It lurks in close proximity to 
a number of positive traits, such as self-esteem, confidence, assertiveness, individuality, and even 
creativity. Bad pride can easily masquerade as a virtue but is considered the deadliest of sins. 

The Latin word for envy, the second vice in our acronym, is invidia, which means to look 
upon with an evil eye. Envy is a feeling of discontent or covetousness with regard to another’s 
advantages, success, possessions, etc. While pride is a kind of self-idolatry, a disordered love that 
caused the downfall of Satan before the Fall of Adam and Eve, many consider envy to be a close 
cousin of pride, but instead of being a disordered love, envy is a disordered hate. In the extreme, 
envy is consumed with the idea that everyone and everything outside the self is threatening or 
diminishing it. St. Thomas Aquinas says that envy is the hatred of a good enjoyed by one’s 
neighbor or the rejoicing in the neighbor’s harm. 

The Latin word for wrath, the third vice in our acronym and the last vice I will write 
about today, is ira, which means anger or rage. Like all the deadly sins, anger (wrath) is a mental 
emotion rooted in our fallen nature. All deadly sins work together, but pride, envy and wrath 
(anger) form a particularly unholy alliance. Anger is deeply self-centered, impatient with the 
weaknesses of others and often driven by a twisted sense of entitlement that rises up in response 
to a real or imagined injury or sense of being wronged. Anger usually desires to punish or hurt 
others in some way, but anger can also turn inward, especially when the angry person feels 
powerless, which may turn into depression or even suicide. 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation 

Saturdays at 3:00pm in Osakis 

Baptism, Marriage, 
Anointing of the Sick 

Contact Parish 

Contact 
EMERGENCIES 

320-760-1221 

Immaculate Conception 
Closed at this time 

320-859-2390 
iccosakis@arvig.net 

ImmaculateConceptionOsakis.org 

St. Nicholas 
Closed at this time 

320-852-7041 
stnickbelleriver@gmail.com 

StNicholasBelleRiver.org 

St. Agnes School 
Closed at this time 

320-859-2130 
discoverjoy@stagnesosakis.com 

stagnesosakis.com 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Wednesdays by 5pm 

 iccosakis@arvig.net or PO Box F 
Osakis, MN 56360 

APRIL 26, 2020 :: 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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St. Nicholas & Immaculate Conception 

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS UPDATE: 

 We are still accepting your contributions by mail.  Thank you to those who have so 
generously given during this time.  We truly appreciate it!  Mailing info is as follows:  Parish 
Offices in Belle River & Osakis.   

 If you wish to enroll in Automatic Contribution – please contact Sharon Marthaler at 320-
859-2130.  Thank you! 

 NEW GIVE+Mobile—You can now make a contribution to our church (both Belle River and 
Osakis) through a mobile app!  To get started, download GivePlus Church for FREE from the 
App Store or Google Play.  Simply search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find and download 
the app today.  Then, you can easily make donations directly from your smartphone using 
your debit/credit card or checking/savings account.  You can choose to donate as a guest or 
set up an account that allows you to securely and conveniently schedule recurring donations 
and manage and review your giving history.  We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute 
to our ministry, and thank you for your support! 

 ONLINE GIVING is Coming Soon!  See future bulletins for details. 

Diocese Update on Coronavirus (COVID-19):   Updated info can be found on the Central MN 
Catholic Magazine website at http://stcdio.org/coronavirus-update/ 

Phone Calls:  During this time of Social Distancing and not being able to gather for Mass and 
other activities, we have initiated our groups of Christian Mothers, St. Ann’s Sodality and Parish 
Calling Lists to reach out to you during this time.  We ask that you welcome these phone calls and 
enjoy the fellowship created during our “new normal” we are now experiencing.  Thank you and 
we look forward to seeing you all again! 

Looking for photos for the History of St. Nicholas parish.  If you have any old photos of the 
parish or any celebrations / events that would have taken place in St. Nicholas – please contact 
Dennis or Linsey Hillmer and they would be happy to get those from you for our celebration of 
150th Anniversary in October 2020. 

Bulletins will be available on the Immaculate Conception website at 
www.immaculateconceptionosakis.org. Belle River Bulletins are in the mail box by the front 
steps of church.  Osakis Bulletins are inside the student desk near entrance of St. Agnes School. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: We receive many prayer intentions from the diocesan faith 
community. All are carefully preserved and prayed over by Bishop Kettler, diocesan staff and the 
good sisters at Saint Clare’s Monastery in Sauk Rapids. Please know that whether or not you are 
able to send a gift, your requests for prayer are welcome. 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS Contact Sue 
Stoetzel at 320-859-2209 (ICC) or Anita 
at 320-852-7792 (St. Nicholas) 

WANTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Regarding MASS INTENTIONS 

Mass Intentions scheduled during 
this time will be rescheduled when 
we have the “go ahead” to have Mass 
again in our Church buildings.  
Thank you! 

Wedding Banns 
II.  Jennifer Wolbeck & 

Geoffrey Kaweesa 
 

Therefore, what God has 
joined together, let no one 

separate.  Mark 10:9 

GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 

ST. NICHOLAS 

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult $1,653.00  July 1-June 30 
Elect. Giving $140.00 
TOTAL $1,793.00 

Received
$102,539

74%

Remaining
$36,761

26%
$139,300

Budget 
Progress

Last Week’s Offerings 
Adult     $3,365.00  July 1-June 30 
Elect. Giving $880.00 
TOTAL $4,245.00 

Received
$204,864

Remaining
$53,986

21%

$258,850
Budget 

Progress

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL ALLIES 

 

Received
$20,230

81%

Remaining
$4,770

19%
$25,000

Goal

Habitat for Humanity:  Goal $1,500.00 
$515 so far…We are still accepting 
donations for this event.  Thank you! 

 

Early Bulletin 
Deadline: 

 
The bulletin for Sunday, 
May 17th has an early 
submission deadline.  
Please have any 
announcements to 
Jennifer by Thursday, May 
7th.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Faith Formation 
Tonya Buelke | K-12 Faith Formation | 320-815-3162 | 

roytonya@gmail.com 
 

Immaculate Conception Faith Formation 
Jen Wolbeck | Pre-K-6 Faith Formation | 320-248-0155 | 

iccreyouth@gmail.com 
Greta Petrich | 7-12 Faith Formation | 320-491-1289 | 

wordgirlre@gmail.com 

FAITH FORMATION / YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES 

FROM THE DESK OF MRS. PAT 

The mission of St. Agnes School is to provide a quality 
education within a Christ-centered environment that 
empowers students to learn beyond academics. 

Conflict Resolution 
All human beings experience conflicts, but we don’t all handle 
conflicts in the same way. This month we’re going to pay attention 
to how we deal with conflicts and how we can resolve conflicts 
better. 
 When we listen, we create understanding. When we don’t 

listen, we create misunderstandings. Can you recall a 
misunderstanding that you created by not listening? 

 When we listen to another person, we communicate, “You 
matter.” That’s really helpful when we’re involved in a conflict. 
When we don’t listen, we communicate, “You don’t matter.” 
That usually makes the conflict worse. 

 The word “whatever” doesn’t help resolve conflict. In fact, it 
can make things worse because it says to the other person that 
we don’t care. 

 Sometimes in conflicts we try to win and make the other 
person lose. That’s not a good strategy. In fact, it’s a Bottom 80 
strategy. Even if we win and get what we want, we damage the 
relationship with the other person. 

 How can you create a win for yourself and the other person 
when you’re having a conflict? How can you create something 
that benefits you both? Stay curious. When you listen and 
know what the other person wants as well as what you want, 
sometimes you can discover how to get both of those things. 
That’s totally Top 20! 

 

EVEN THOUGH THE SCHOOL IS CLOSED…Learning 
Continues! 

     
Even though we are not in school, third and fourth graders are 
still receiving postcards from their Flat Stanleys. Adelynne is 
collecting information about the postcard she received from 
Arizona. 

     

Students doing the Easter Retreat at Home with their families. 

 

A Note from Tonya Beulke: 
 
Jesus is Risen and Happy Easter!  At this time, we are 
still in a wait and see mode for those who were to 
celebrate their First Holy Communion and the 
Sacrament of Confirmation still.  Please stay Healthy 
and keep praying for our parish community. 
 
Keep the following youth from St. Nicholas, Belle River, 
in your thoughts and prayers as it is a special year for 
them: 
 

 
Our 2020 Graduates:  
HarliAnn Baas, Tyler Burgess, Will Burgess,  
Shelby Edmond, Christina Palmer, Preston Steidl 
 

 
Our First Communicants: 
Ian Hoekstra, Charles Moening, Rita Thesing 
 
 

 
Our Confirmation Candidates:  
Austin Becker, Makayla Beulke, Joseph Palmer 
Resie Waldorf 
 
 


